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John XVIII. 38. 
Pilate faith unto Himy fwhat is Truth? 

WITH this queftion a Roman de- 
puty once left the court of jtidi- 
catute, having fat upon thfe tiiaA 
importarit caufe, that was tvtt 
tricid upon earth, without wilting Ibr a rej*ly. 
And with fimilar fentiraents, a late noble de-^ 
damer in fevour of fceptitifm hath given but 
fod great reafc/n to fufpeiSt, that he left the 
^atXdil inatterttke to fortiter vindications offered 
for the irtnals of revealed truth 5 not permitted 
by th6 liftiits of natural conftitution to wait any 
loftger for a rfeply. 

It h mudr to be lataented by every fefious 
welU^^ifhef tb mankind, cfpecially by thofe, 
who afc appctfhted InftruAots in the word of 
truth, and hstvfc the infofraation of the human 
intelfed rttttfe particularly for the objedt of theif 
concern, iSttH 4 fpirit of pyrrhortifra is grown fo 
prevalent in the prefent age. We have lived to 
fee, within the fpace of a few years, the moft 
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obvious truths difputed, not only in religion, but 
in all points of fcierice. Different, motives may 
have excited the debates -, while fome have pro- 
ceeded upon too refined a philofophy, without 
any intention of doing mifchief ; the fprlngs of 
contrpverfy in others may not have fo good a 
plea in their behalf. . V 

The very exiflence of iall fubflances, whether 
material or* immaterial , has been the fubJedl of 
queflion, between authors of a differient genius 
in thinking : fome of whom have queried, -wne- 
ther our fenfes may not deceive us in their rd- 
ports concerning the reality of all corporeal ob-? 
\t&s : others have doubted, whether our intel- 
ledts may not deceive us in their ahflraft rcafon- 
ing ^bout the exiftence of any immaterial fub*- 
ftances. Thus would thefe two fpecies of wriT 
ter? joined together take between them every 
being both material, and immaterial out of the 
world at once. Although none of their proofs*, 
by which they would, eflablifh their conceits, 
can be npiore clear than this, xhotjbmethlng muft 
cxift, becaufe we are are confcious that we our^ 
felves exifl. And if >ve give up all evidence of 
fenfe, we muil give up at the fame time the firft 
inlets, and all the common evidence of Xpx^ 
upon which inen a£t in generals 
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Some have denied the firft principles of ma- 
thematical fcience : more the foundations of mo- 
ral and religious fcience. The attributes of the 
^eity, which one would think almoft next to 
^If-evident truths, perhaps are jb to beings of 
fuperior intelieds to ourfelvcs, being objeds of 
Aeir immediate intuition, have been brought in- 
to .gueftion by thofe who thought themfelves 
wi^. among men, becaufe it is faid we cannot 
^w^iquitf ^^ comprehend them in the abftrad. 

,1^6 wonder then, that the noble writer, who 
in his Jarfi Pbilofbph^ is fo free in his reflexions 
upop the firft principles of fcience, fo dubious 
about the neceflary perfcftions of the author of 
alliclence, (hould in a prior work offered to the 
pulifipK, which will principally furnifh me with 
riemarKS for the fubjedt of this and a following 
dTicourife, have endeavoured to take away all 
ground of credit from ancient hiftorical narra- 
tipn, w^hich admits only a degree of evidence 
mucti inferior to the former; efpecially much 
inferior to mathematical proof. The paffions 
too, and worldly purfuits of mankind are much 
jels interefted, and their prepofleffions lefs likely 
to be alarmed by the abftradt deductions of a 
Veonietrical propofition, than by more nearly af- 
fe<9tihg* points of moral and hiftorical fpeCulation. 
If the firft principles of inatbematical light then 
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tuntary pppoiltion to truth j .nay is itfelf an ac- 
tual oppbfition to truth. It is a ^ntaneo9$: opr 
pofition to what the real nature of things exit- 
ing within purfclves rcqiyres. For all eiror is 
riot involuntary. But let men confidcr* tbat.as 
all truth is founded in the nature and; relatione 
of things, fo confequently muft it be fomething 
t^L ..TIhis founded, and thus real, it mdf)t be 
important ; if it be important to adt accbrd- 
ing to the natural caufes of felicity, inftitii|ted 
by the deity in the nature of the things which 

V: AU^'trat^ utdetd may ndt be equaily tnifj^' 
tdnt\ though all equblly-r^^/. ReligieU^ thidi 
muft'be important : becaufe it relates to th&'fit'ft 
aAfbor-cf beiiiig, and ibvereign difpo£sr-^hkp- 
pinefs, and our duty 'to him, with ^dtti- we 
principally h^ve to dp j and on whofe favovir the 
whole fum of our welfare depends, R^gj^aufi 
truth is the right foundation of trae moral con^^ 
dudt, with which happinefs is connefted in the 
natural order of things. . ^ 

It will not therefore, I hope, be thou^t yy^ 
feafonable in the prefent times, efpecially bc^re 
the ybunger part of this audience, that they n;uiy^ 
not be drawn afide from the purfuit of truth, 
even oi probable ^ htjiorical truth, by unreafon- 
able, inconfiftent, and ill-fupported fufpicions or 
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furmHes raifed againft it^ tp inquire^ hi ikis^ i^n^ 
a fubfequcnt diifcourfe, . » [ 
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Firffy wherein truth confifts; and what arq 

*^ ' ♦ 

the tllfferent capacities, and qualifications reqi^i^ 

fite for "the ready perception thereof i ^ / . . 

Secondly ^ what are it's different kindls of evi- 
dence; 
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Thirdly y into the importance of truth j 

' Fourtblyy into the injury they do to fodicty,* 
wjbp ftudy by ddufive fophiftries to invalidate it's 
evidence; and like wife into ipitxe £hy inconfifl*^ 
enc^iq. p£ a . Iftte writer^ who has endeavoured to 
unjdl^mne, or deftroy the force of all probable 
argument; 

' '-jLaJtlyy what inferences may be drawn, under 
each difdourie, fuitable to this place and .au« 
dithce: 

ttrfl then, truth confifts in conjoining thpfe 
id^; whofe objects (land united in nature ; or 
in disjoining thofe, whoie objefts mutually dit- 
a^6e, according to the feveral agreements or 
dif^rtements^ the feveral habitudjcs, connexions, 
or relations of objects to each other. Wherever 
t|iis conjunction^ or feparaUon is made according 

to 



to nature, thWtf ft tmfli: ^Theriverfe othicte 
conjundions or feparationif is ^djfehood. Iftnc^ 
We fee, that for the adequate difcovery of truth, 
jdft iflid J)rop6r kfeais <5f the b\^e&s ihiitf t)fe*- 
qtilttd. Htiiice Mi^t learii tfiedrfflidM^^dP cfi^- 
certiing truth, and fhe torigin bf riiiflt A'm, 
Where the ideafe of ohjeds are iniperre(fti^fl& 
apprehoifibn of their feveiil relations to e^fi'o^ 
ther will for the moft part be obfcure, freqiientr 
ly confafed, in ffew cdes vttf dfear iftVl ^rfSer- 
minatc. Where the ideas are faUfei the fcbi§\in- 
Sions of Aem Will ih moft cafes necfeuariiyl)^ 
wrongs or right only hy accident. ' i^^^'^^-^ 
Hence we fee, that myfterious truths, or mVC. 
teries, as fuch, will be relative merely ^8 iSii^ fii- 
tellefts, that are employ*d about th'eni. '^^^lis 
the lame truth fhall be evident to ^e .unaei- 
ftanding of a iiipcrior bdrtg, ' or to oif(i*WTBtt 
ibne fank ccnve^ant in that f)artkulif Wanch 
of fcience, of which an inferior or unculSwiK 
intellect fliajl have very little, or perhaps n^j^On- 

Hence we fee likewife how firbrtg p^botRf- 
flons, or iffviflcible prqudiciei may arife. * ItttdiJ 
of quick parts, and lively apprehenfion^ tSt^iSk 
fo receh^ hafty images of things. 'A tdnfim 
medium, undue diftances, of indifpofed OrjgaA^ 
are apt to occafidn wrong im]preflions« ' PbHbni 
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.%?^ ^h,:V ^.as are nearly Jnjpjc, $^q- 

^^t^;f^l«^ An api^ent %ii. 

lito^?^ Ml S^ occafiofx fos: a rCQi^iuaa?w 
ivjber^ tlie realities ar^ av;crfe. . T^f^ latter i^JtH^ 
wofk oi^ the iBJ^nd, which is called |m^ination 
<f jB^iQv; and the produf^ tberepf is ^hat. is 
fregi^ati^ j():^(3d wit. Now \yjbeix lively jntelr 
Jb^ l]f^ve received impreffions;^ and. coaJQ;ne4 
idqi^ lihey ;9hvfe not the |)aiiiifi of ^terixag thde 
im(«effions, of an^yzii^ their ideas, or aoieodr 
iQ^ |}^ c^ipipleK no^^ocis. .Ifc^'gansindi^fed 
hk^p jfx^fslfitfid lntpfrf&rj^€t^ <xfweeijhr hit-- 
ter^r^ qI^^s will aiways.b? jucjged of, for th^ 
fbl^> \^ the . firft . k^uiious .aiiirepre&n&tioa 
firfmi tbj^ report of i^l-^ifpofed ^ies. 
. Thps conG^x idqas nec^^ffiurily correippnd t<p 
£v^\^ ories;. a^ .^diejudginentfit attead upon 
£dfe cqmpkac^ps of i4^6. , Pl^e(fts at |a diftanc^ 
an haftily judged of bf obje<ft6 near : thofe that 
afe ifivifii)le^. hy tM^ .with which we ^re d«aly 
4XH»iferf%n(. Mapy havejbepa aaiftaken in their 
determinations, i^ this ^rt. Some have gjivoot 
ibe.sobi t!M fai: tp iaaagsoatacc^ whicH» as hath 
beeachf^MTcd, ia oothing fuidxr than a. free itir 
4iu)gfs»pe of the nwad inbtftyixwajunaiojis or 

B fepara- 



fitparadGuns, on accdunt of apparent finiilita(ies tAr 
diffimilitudes : others for this reaibn have grown 
too jealous, doubtful, or fceptkd 'about any 
truth; whoie intellects, if rightly applfed, had 
been capable of more ^tisfadory infohhation. 
Hence the pyrrhcmift perceiving that mai riiay 
be deceived in fomt tfamgs, will pretend to' judge 
of none : bigotted neverthelefs at the fame titae 
in his determinations againft ffie jud^enk 
of others: diffaruffing every thing maiitat/icft'by 
others : and, rather than his principle dfHc^ti^ 
cifin (hall give way to the authority erf" df^ine 
revelation, he will perliiade himf^lf, HMfMHf^ 
is divinely rcvealcdl It is furpfiMA'g hoW 'hir 
men out of humour with the world, and witi 
themielves, will proceed in their jealdufk^,^ aiid 
captious queries, and fophSlne^ agdinA truoi. 
Efpecially where troth interferes with thii ixRiil 
courfe of their own moral coiidira:; ' ^ ^ ^ - "^ - 
But it is no wonder,' that they, whttfe prttL 
tice has long run counter to aQ eftabMfekl ho^ 
tions of goodnefs anct jufHcfe, fhbuld maltitaifi^^ 
goodnefs and juftice are fomefv^hat entit^^ difiB- 
rent in the fupream being fr6m what "th^^kirc 
in tbem; and therefore thitt we catt h4V6^' to 
conception of moral attribirte^ in the dc5ty;''6r 
of divine gtx)dnefs and juftice. Itis^^ true in- 
deed, thefe attribute oto£^ to be fomewhat dif* 

ferent 
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^^Jp, ijht, 4wty.froip what they are in them : 

tJ^.^WJCi^iPf;^ice^^l^uft have fuggefted this. 

K\^ ^gp^.tl^ cppfc^quence i$ very unphilofophi- 

S^ /ro%:4^W g^4^^^^ apd-.divine juftice/* 

i^jt^,pji^^j^or% "I am unatjle to frame any 

.V^^qg[||^e .4K)tiQj>$. from God's \yorks ;' thcre- 

j(QX^jxJpfp^ tji^ are not tp be ^mjtted as any 

fj^qpl^ ^t rail , of rcafoning. The argument a- 

Pjl^^^fpth^: pf divine goodnefs and juftice, we 

^\l/^pfi/i^dpf^ bec^ufe we have uot an adequate 

qM^,j[IJ1^5^ii^, certainly a very ftrained conclufipn. 

,j.^:j[t.;^is^true.;indced3^ Afre may not know, what 

!ei^.S9»dnef6 or.juftice is,, as exifting in the 

4tf^i^,Aat9Pyrp^ fp far as tp comprehend the whole 

jj^ pjr^idfa^ojf, it exifting in the divine niind ; 

syip m?^ ^jpot compp;ehend all it's excellence 5 all 

^i^. ^i^l^ents, if I may fo call them, or mo- 

r^i^ ^f^l^jp^ the ex^rciife of it in the deity : fo 

fax we may npt ui^d^rftand it in the abftrad:, if 

this, .m^y rip cajifd opt upderftanding it in the 

^^^^^,.0^; it's abfolute eflence. But ftlU we 

itW>)?f> ,y?hat gc(f4 9fidjiffi are in the concrete, as 

rd^ativ^ to created beings^ Wcjfcel the efFedls of 

wli^ ,ye juniverijiUy qall, find undcrftand by the 

^Vfoi^l £()f^mfs 2nd ^^^^ we have the fame 

.idea, of thj&m in general^ all the wprld over, 

wh^pfoevefi or in wbatfoever being they are faid 

. . ; a $<ie the pkilofophical worlti. 
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to^eniflfr ^ if they are noe {omwfhtt^ktiAegmT 
to^whsnt we iaiiy:expemiice,^iitYtuki do we^ieaK' 
foDf^ abode aii}r attribbtes c^dMsmt proper tnja^^ifi^ 

feftowStldgCi and «fe» dnlyj Jn lhe::^*rt5r^ ? <■ ^ 
"- ' Fer if wifdonx :confifts^ttl ocmtfinng' a fit oidj^ 
or proper means tending to thiat end'^' gtkidn^ 
ctmiHfe < ME cmtriving; xrr end,, that teeids ttp A& 
hoppioefs tf mety ol^b£t, that is net mirjrott}^ 
6^(it y;jKiftice eonfifts m' giving tor every oN»(tire^ 
what»i%ht, abd due-to^iL Sofitf vv^'Ufsdter^ 
ftand what we meao by tridnfer' i» theabftnf):. 
^od we:fee teodendereddtigh.jQfthxs'/knn^ 
hMiwt ilO' give 118^ ample deui onft ratioti^ 6f)^ied^ 
- agfs tndfgiSacc:^ in tik: iaudior of xtstore; uWi^fee: 
ike fatm^ eflFoAs are predttced^ as l^^l2k?ifam 
butes whk^ we term joftkc ^tini^'^oein^ 
the fead fe by fftt'knd immdral ageits ibntthties 
ol>fti-ti£^d^ or prevenitdd, ^ and thiS' is^iBODAej fay. 
hkn an ofa^e£y[QH»«^<theiaefe«)4^^ 
r»l- a«trit>«ie^ «- tfiie ^eifjrr.^^t^imi^ras -w^ttttw 
ti^ accfdwt "fiUQ^ioQ r^M) he cs^^ nal$md\ 
attribute ^' f } Wkieh :> ajffc 4he 'jwdy oftes , - thafc :he' 
fBtm\w\\lm%^\t^liTii^ nUjght «i8rw^^ 

queftiofi ^raiSom m.tiicr ^k^^^^ or' pofww in ^^ 
e^i^Utioni its^goodfiefs m^ifae intehtion) car jm^* 
ticc ifttHedSftribtrtioiit. WdimglftiksJwrfl^^fi^j**. 
poie 3n4impeiffi&k»4^<iciMiiel improportiontegi 

- * means 



o&e dcfigir/ orinafe^ty to fbppori tlvfe: 
as ia defed'OjBiffiil to> iiitto4 or to.di£-; 

prinoipk^, or nther denial of all pfiiidpks, mio 
migkt giire lip atl die attr^tatt&<]£ tbc'dka^atf 
otfi^i^fFom' whence tlie tntniitioa \aSiA be verf 
ea%^^io£9 4<^C^kle&^ ai)otiC> the aifteiice: of a: 
%!ft e»albfea*dafign ior execute at aJi^; and about^ 
tl>€f;raili<|f: e^ all kxiowledge, ew& of ow wd** 
t]»iik j;&/^ 'Pii/^^^ Bor a dekjr ail^g ^: 
chsftce^'vMI fap Ifliltte bettsr iteia the ancaQnti doc- 
triiufoJdtf clffittcerwitfacMit a ddtj^. 
- lFJUb!\«EjfiQiid haftiisir'tO'ixnriierial fceptkiifai^ (^ 
if;tfa!^.caa bs atrjr^eb dnog 7&\wmxrfoi (cff^^ 
tHtfis^/haficUy 18^ ozn tfacne; be^ upoo a Ittde 
feriotts joM^d^atbii. Foe one thing x^ be> 
gsant^ iO'f^y^oditiQii to the andeot dodrine of 
mHmHamfyi Thk moBslxttim hofi^evRery whether 
we ptoeive it or loM ; diat things are) as they 
vea^'wf&v iddsfiMj^ibe^tme^ (vtppoSng any things 
aa^aitlradfleitr; whether there be any ititetligent 
BehngTto piaretive it or tUDt;^ y^ oar own ^xiP- 
teiiccr Jbenos to ptmre >intdMgeilc e^iftenee. If 
thffj^do leirifir,^ tfaeieisiiiob' a^diitig ^e* truth r 
tkitf tk^ md i^w ezcftec^ iniijdi, or fioch a man«' 
iMTt; t^ 6i& they have exifted; and not exifted, 
orr|iee0 nothb^, at ther fame tine ;whioh is ab- 
ittiidit. T^faythifiv wiU bei to give i^ all know-* 
• I . , ledge 



affea: m?ipJiip4. . H^. l#grical,fc}v?iR]le^ ^ 
gins to have it's merit ; as containing the annals 
ofi^i^iSetTchce, or piaft exiftenctl, awd- ihe^si^g 
how moral agents hive been afifedbid % tHe^- 
W |tN'fM0Wdc4 thenji,.. ,.;,: . ., ,f, f,.,HT 
. ::^ to . f rowed in. ourvinqwrj^?, . cqp^sRiJipg 
t^,ii|pa)i4c|jlioi?s tp^^tS'M'^ p^rcejfti^ ©£ 
tf^i iwe inay. obfervftitfajsu f«j?tfa«r.. t^i^ §N^ 

tuifal. appetites nwy be 4«prav?si bytrirr^g^fffin 
4iiilg«^ccs>} ,fQ,nflttwal:oi^»5fi;«»J>y>jtHfife^iife» 
qorrople4> Wpikedv^and/^^i^WiJi^edbifeifi ^ 

^ht reception of juft-aftd {»d§qttsWfe¥teft§9 ,^bfi 

jiwndiced eyis will «^miti,^^ rayiof Ughfriflrf^ 
j^ yeUftw ;tin<aHi»,. If jhis.iti|t^ttro.fef^iail!ftd(ls^ 
tQ.in thejconfe$«enti)p«ra(liofts,d&jthqsiiMfl^,-j^fe 
judgments wU ^.ipafl«i!»pf|niefpry,;vi|iyfh«&t5 
j«ft befwd juli ' Ji« !i& "jpo- w^sdfir* , ,tliHit:)^iqjCilrf 
the iwimaPfouhOnovdA^ be jaiio^icfd ito «!!?Prx^Byt 
o£tl«U^b^ ttuth^.wbi^h^ enters. yK{^ £t4)(4i>^fT 
tion&. to uta^col virtue.. Bv<i((^bQpe thei^fCfff^i^i^ 
bfe called in iquftftioft, ,jwh^,i^7ft?Ltig3lix4^afti 
bttt only obfervcdr throilgbi}/a,iYi§joH§, ti|9^kHP99 
And as :tho xaysrof ^vidfiacoi Ube S!p^ ss^li^ iRh 
I '. ' lar 
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ht fight; come With dtfifereht degrees bf ftteiigat 
afla^iattriifa»i ■ fijoffr Which •t)foceed' witSi tefs! d&i 
gnets'df jJrogfeffiv«-f(M-ce, witi, iii their- p^E^c? 
tlft«l^h tii^feftt itieAums, be itirthei'' tdfh^S 
dritMof ^e fttak yttttral line, «id turhed fronr 
tW v^^bftfuth. This reiriark leads tts,' ' ^ 

^'^c^fi/i^^rentcyid^i^es of .truth. . :,..^^, _.,-■. 

Thefe depend upon the difFereitt'natfare ttfiittf 
^IjW^/'fi^m whtife relktioils ft refWfe, compar- 
ed 'Mffi'^tKei ifttelleias ;erbploy\i about thciii/ 
fUM iett' ohjjd&iy- Mi34ofe rektioos ^a^fe-^fcefi-feji' 
irritaMteb'ihftritioh.- 'rFhere a#e iabfti?a)a: .tnifl»; 
^^M'ii^^^feif-^ideiit,' as kto» as ptopofed {^ 
^ riWJid^-fWhklh -bya kindof vfeledtej.; as- iP 
«4ile, ettal^aSfr afigjiej'-the Will of thodeit^ th«S 
tfWariifl|Unf<the Vei^ forfirtation c«f thse- foul/' and 
iiiJ^HiSS^^§>mpotiiif'k'tvm ideas. ■iThafe- lire 
^ini^c^Ulhs^* '^i^h ifi^Mi^l^ '«^£&ry tonfe^ 
<^mi^ii^bi!(y this' iiituitive 'iinimhiigei'orni^6i 
iA&S^^Vpibp6M&ti^Yio'it:tkt if'thBbne.be 
tfek'0Ht oflKi* mtiflfibe' ti^i alfo. Such-vare aft 
tfi^itMithfe' evirtted-'hyWhatAKre taft demotiftrd^ 
^♦y e^tftcfe.' * A'i^ there is knowledge which 
»8eefe9(te^ftlr*ef from . ifttQition,' frbitt felf- 
e<)MiSgS&/ df' demoftftratioft? which 'yet has aU 
tlli ibti^eu:!! <^f ^tbi >4hat'tdie. naanrcidf ' thiigs 
i'-* will 
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1^ admit I at^tnMbi>9ng>ffii9iMl{iiti'(iiie 
4ure of ^vngs^ ffsaii^,iia[dymtmik^>^^9/t^ 
«d, ci^tt is cahQflait wjj^t|n£»n4l||i^ imi9>i»Qk 

dim doc^Jici: iafq; « pr(9K)fiti<m<tP b«^ iHlSf^ 
(arily .trae, ^ that th^:fQ^^.fllKfC^«iiMllkl 

recdved as kaoWle(^ for the n^oiiw^'ie^^ faf 
life, and adibn, and happinefs, Thif.Mt ci»Ue4 
Moral z&snace, mord Q^rta^y^ Wf*^ 1tl'4/m^ 
4X pnohahilafY. Qf 4lus,l(J9i4,a^^ ^ii|fe,j4lltJ^ 

whofe eiridence ^ef^a^, ii^m.- ^ttfi^m^ybpi 
otbers^ teftim0i^»;vfhefbfr.<d«nnic^.:(^il|tf^^ 
Tfaefocaaeir nuift dfe in.it's aMtl^fifjt)^ IJiJHIklbfi 
itoier in pcpportioiv a& it i$t;xKH)(>i)9;^ly;)pfi»r 
ved tp be dhriae : .^uaiiiwch, ^ w^r^QftTf^ AN^ 
an-ali-pet&a: being will apf,^pfQc}mif^fi. i^4^9lM«^> 
neither wiUJbe deceive his oentuiss, u -^t^'j-r. 
Here then facred Jtuftocy t«9gias. to Jljw^.,i^ 

-we^t. For.anhiflotical.QatnatiQnQf-^^'Skf^;^^ 
jready pa^, vrhxbsfcr pw 9X^9r tpay. thf ^^ ij^ 
may certainly be infpiwd, as well as.^ DfjOBJbfi: 
tick prodi^on o£.h&a yet to; ccH^e, . .4^1 .tl|^ 
•d^tees, and ipecies of koQwledgev have tt)c^ s^ 
i^iedive ends, and.u^s, and evidence ^ ^{)^i!^3- 
dier acquired by intjoition, by 4ed|id^iq(i$ ^ff^ 
ion, by teftimony, or by immediate .*",^1liPlU 
ai« ail d e pe n de n t upon Unities giveii tyr jiu]^ 

who 
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*h(y^ » '*e Odd <# krichivlcdgc. If the dcfft 

nf^90lfiClAtr(A this» he might be U& incUned 

ftyiiwift of the fttfiiciency of his own reafon fet 

in (ihtAf^tiifn ^iA Immedtatc ihipiration froift 

Qoii' ik^-wibat of his reafon likewife. For 

bo(hfW'4^med from Ood^ either m^iat^y dt 

fnutM^t^Jf* Thedi^rcnceDplyi$,thfttvvhcrei- 

t» «mi ijf dei'hr^ in an ortfinary way, stui t)pc*- 

nteft'iAd'i»dv;»ices accdrding to the cDtnmofi 

xx)tWfe*6f nature; tibe other is conveyed in a waj^ 

cqilrtly <J«(y to it's author, though extradrdiaary 

and ftifBrhatiural wtth re^)eft to man. • • 

A»<i? if afty ^erfont ihall dbjda to mfpiratfon, 

bet^tti&'k is uAQdbimon^ or fiipematiird, 1st faim 

ppa^^SrtS^'cin, Miy ^bfurdity in the fuppofi*. 

boh, tftt^thcmrthorrfintellea inay, for cbctra^ 

oD^Mi^ Mora} purpofes, communicate. muc6 

^eatcr degrees of knowledge to pne ibulthan 

to aHiii^^i ht imch clearer knowledge, or more 

^Swi^6a£txhg &cahicSy to one than to another; 

or JkadWltidgc in a much clearer aiid iliore im.'- 

me(fBaie tnarmer: to one than to another : to fay 

i2»aS:-'«-ll)iifi^ Iswnconunon, or extraordinary; is 

^ ftom prdvirig, that it is hot real. • 

Hdt wc way ohferve likewife further, wijii re^ 

giird |o our at^or's v^ery contemptuous treatment 

of Ihi; ftlidy of glmoft any ttiuh, exc^t hiftori- 

cal, tha( all truths may not be equally ufeful any 

C more 



1 1^ ] 

jnorc than their objefts 5 nor all iequally applfc 
cable to the coniQion offices of life in proportion 
to their evidence, or feveral degrees of certainty, 
Some, terminate merely in fpeculation, efpecially 
with refpedl to moft minds converfant about 
thcip* I Sofne, the further they recede from ab- 
•iba^Sl jQpeciulatipn, and the'more they are applied 
iQ,qutfW^i;d o\^QOis, and intermix with common 
affisuirs of the world,, the more ferviceabk' they 
becon^e to mankind. This is the caie of niathe-* 
|E^ittcaI truths, of late years applied to experi--^ 
mental refearches and difcoverles. 

Thp ufefulnefs of all bijkrical truth cannot^ hte 
more jftrongly illuibated, than in the encomiums 
paiTed upon it by the late noble writer alr^a^ 
alluded to; who yet has proceeded further in 
hi& ei^fd^^^ours to undermine the credit of all an* 
cieht Jiillory, than any writer that ever under- 
.topk.lQ fppak the. praifes of all hrftoncal mcj^t^^ 
^if^^ipxpi^^ hiitiory ^mofl the only kmd pf £8i« 
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b^in,^||he begiijmin^ of them i we mutt ,ex- 
«* anwi^ fcrupulpufly the foundations, on w^ich 
" they* lean/' But what if afterwards he allows 

• • • 

' a See letters on.the^ftudy of hifloty, voL i. p. 8, 9. 

no 



/ ' 



j^d audbprity of ancient hiftories yet remaining^ 
by which they afc to be. examined, or on which 
we tn^iy lean in our refearqhes ? What if all fuch 
Ubprioys examinations, and collations of paral- 
lclpla^s.,in various 'ancient hiftorlans^ whibh k 
the only accurate way " of examining fcrupu- 
" JjOuiOy, fronx the beginning,** is cAllea by him, 
^' only niljng our heads with learned Ilitebfer^f*' 
§hall tl)e f,uthority of a\\ ancient hiftbry be triefi 
\f^j^f yerdidt of mere n^pdern inqulfition, with- 
<j)ijt^ any deference to the examinations or judg*-*. 
meflit of our anceftbrs in, all preceding iges ? Or 




it i^n)s, ,^cre is. 'no original authority, no col- 
Ijiteral teftimoljiy from the beginning to fupport 
^s.,^^Tl^^you^«pupi| in the fcience of the world 

Uijp,4!^4x Hf^^y^Kf^J hiftory : Id order to be per- 
fktjj^fc "lip is to Ijegin at the begin- 

" mng, and to examine /crupuloufly :** and yet 
within ^y«7 ^ew lines he is adnattnifbcd by the 
[ fame aiithpi-,, rather to admit all the *^ an^chro^ 
^'^[lytos oi* a Je^^ chrpriqloger, than fill his 
" j^eaow learned lumber," by exahiining all 
th^f contemporary writers have faid upon an- 

a lb. p. 8,9. 
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eient fubjeas. Such i? Hbfi coolUM^Of of ftU« 
noble tutor's directions and a4mQa;iUions Injthib 
very thrdhold of his vyork, iroin wbqiqe/fad fcts 
forwards in hi^ exhortations to th^ i|ux}y.4^f))if^ 
tory! A^ thus £ar may be f^^ideflt t^ 
mafked i^on his advice at pr^fer^*- :. • - 

It is an eafy matter to d^Uim agautft^he ^e- 
dit of hiftory, 'facred, or profane t but we.tn^ 
juftly query, whether it be fq |$c»ififi«6t With 
this author's plan to derogate U) fflpol]^, frcHi^ :^^ 
authority of ancient hiftory, at jthe v^rjf/lM^ie, 
when he is exhorting his pupil tQ^e;fti|^y^f 
uHiverfaJ hiftory, and to \'ho^ at t^-beg^SQiflg. 
Fot as inuch as there is no period of thxk^, v^ttife 
events have not connexions^ cdther loodifut^ i>T 
immediate, \vith thofe of former t^el,; ^ tire 
arrive at the firft acra of all thiiigs. v-v, '\ 

- He fcdmsio dfcij^ife, and wovUd by aftfttf ki-^ 
finilatiqh bring into contempt mi^j^ %.p^^Qi&i 
other befiefldal ftudies, in whi^h he h^ ifiot 
been hitefelf ip firetly conv^r%it, « as a^lkfo^ftt^y 
ufelefs : * '^ as only ef-^pjadows, and inganipus fiwt 
«^ of Idlenefs/' ftich ire. his wpr^ "ajti^i^^^fite*- 
<^ ditable igWar^, fts U;pd9^ neither; to ¥Mli6 
*'u6 fcettfer- ciitkcns, nor bett^\.meD." - THi* 
fteiiis to be all the eniolument^ whkh he thtinka 
die gfcnerality of inen reap ^vcn fropjL ifceLjftiidjt. 

a lb. jurij, !| &c. compared^ 

of 



of hiftoty, the advAniige of a fille effcem, arifing 
from a ^* creditable ignorltice. ' 
" * *^An appKcatiofi to any ftudy, that tends 
«* ftfeilSier dircaly', nor irtdli^aily, tb ffiateusbet- 
«* ttf then arid better citizens," under which cferi- 
fure, compared' with othet paflages of his Wri- 
tings, he fecifts defirous artfully to iticlude nioft. 
of fliegraVer, fpcculath^e, ufefol ftiidies; every* 
ippHcadon of this kind, fsdth he, " is but a fpe- 
^* clous, and ingenious fort of idlendfs, anil the' 
" kn6\frledge we acquire by it is a creditable 
^* kind of ignorance, nothing more. This cte- 
*'dftablc kittd 6f ignorahce' is, in ftiy opinion, 
«*the who!e benefit!, which the generality or 
^ to«ii, even of the moft learned, reap frofn the 
« ftudy of hiftory 5 and yet the ftudy of hiftory 
^ feems to me, of all other, the moft proper to 
«*tf4m Us up* to private, and publick virtufe/''^ 
fie^bad tiit a-'vety few lines before ridiciiled the* 
^ ^dr'iidgtryof graihmarians arid critics/' by Whofe 
iJiibdttfS' rieverthelefe girat impt'ovemenr has bfeen 
rtWde-of late years iri^ cliflRcal leaf fling j great 
11^ tjeein ifefledted even up6h that part of it, 
wMiell cdnveys ^to us ancient hiftot)/^, and opens 
tat tiew of cMScal antJqtiity! 'T^6 learned in- 
qmrtr into ancient days, and fearchef of aeras, 
die'induftribus antiquarian and chron6l6ger, to- 
ft p. 14, 15V b P. 4 9. 

gether 



^ESdier.witfa tbe my bborigus Icxicopaph^^ ipd 
fiot dtzpcd his feverc notjoc: tbou^ cIm-qooIq^ 
gjr has;'been always Jufllj efteemed the j^j^nd* 

Itiakl to htftoiy, and the leidc<y!yher fe mffly y}^ 

m with thk;% to andait 1^^ M^v^^^fi 
luftpnr is traoimitted down to us. ^ . i.r .. 
. But jto tak&no £bijixr nptite hece^ hQw^nwch 

he .'/derogates at (bc^ ^me^.tune .^^^L^l?f^<^¥9l£ 
ftud^.tliat. he ^low?, onc^migjb^.bfg^^i^^ 

to be apqa^v^y .pifLt f;w pp .pirap9V99T4n?bfii>7 

fenfe.or ot^er, either di«^y pr. ii|J4«]9«^3ft 
ten^cncjr to.iinptpvj^iwd fl#<^^cq .iififp, j^ 
t)ettcr» apd.coiifequcp^j.h^ip jjhel^ m^^f 

yUuals. ao4 confe^tt<»^X:¥*J?^ 9>SP8^^ 
ciety ? Every ^cfiiim^i^j^^Jian^ 
is a kind of melioration of the natug4.:ff>i^ 
InduAry in onr, purfwte,Qf I^iowlicdggjfafiji at 

Icaft, be a gi^d pf yjfl?5«>t)|" ^i«>P#^jg{B*g!f? 
and by ,bcip§;;aii;,j:j^b^^ ^ tfeiJP^hjffr > 
harmlcf^,.,ipjy,%„|j,fpQW^{§gnfr,Mii» ^ 
that which i^ vjfigus^j ^qt^h^flaifldjwq^jff f)fl»r 

plo5^4 6?q[?e,wax q;.pribp--.riiM ^JW^JWfiB^ 
in 0ie (carch of trulhs» which ^ fiPt,pfiflJH2fft" 
tapcc, if w^. can fay .wlwt.wpW, ijia^,.^ 5?Sfr 
cif^s of ihe.ifjtelledt, intwjded fpr.^ ^jjngj^- 

ip?nt, .to keen it from ftagpation ia in49leBfi5» 

as 
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as tiici)Q(Jy has ifs different kinds of c^^ for 

_, , ^ _^ .-, , jbmc 

fevi^ 'rcinarks iipoh the importaricV ^qf truth, of 
^hitevtr nature It's evidence may be, and to 
confider the injury which they ^Q to Ibciety, 
who' ffu2l6ufly endeavour to invalidate the evi- 
dtnce^arid'a^thoi^ of truth in general : adding 
iomt'fh^ i^ixiiit^ bbferVatibns upon the incon- 
fiftexicy <k die-hdblb writer's ohje^bns to "all 
ccMhintih "tvidftnce of hiftorical*truth, with his 
only pfeh of trfefiii ftudy. ' But" to fatisfy theft 
hcadsi i^AttM tire ybur patience too much at prei 
fetit. '1' ffiall beg liive ^therefore td'referve them 
fbtm fAjfeb of dfabthcr dlfdoiirfef; and fhaU 
conc1ti8e''ttt^Wftli'^ {hbrt infCT^ from whiat 
Hsw'fi3Si^6 bdert-oblTeJrved, ifidtabJe to this time 
and^tJlsi6tH«'' •-•■ '■ "• ' ■'• ' ' " " •■ 

'■= KWtK^Mitabie'provih'cfcofthofe, Who re- 

^ae^flv^thcre'teai^ ttf'll&atiirfe,' to tie' employed 
Ih^fe^jbr&tt «• doihmbt&iaonSf tf&ih>' ThS 
''■vrit flie good" «iill jwoiis'ihlfendbii dfthofe, who 
fifft Bic^i^d 'ebdowcd' didS' i^^, % prepare 
^iff^'piftfoils ftr-W'Mdrb' ihv6^igafion, or 
ptbiiiUl^tlori -bf Mtkirf trtitts;^ ittiportaht to 
riiffiiS?, '%}kiStia' dJrifidcired in' hii liatui^,' moral, 
ciVili 'or rdigibusf capacity : for ih'eatih 6f theifc 
<isti»dties truth Hi^^ afie^s Hm. In ^e fuller 

profeca- 



|Wfecutbn ef this <icfigD» you will be difieresitly 
engagedi, accordip^ to your diiitreQt fbtions or 
provinces hereafter Jiifigncd you by provideibce 
in life. But then remember, tberp drc uniVerfal 
principles, oonunon to all; to be imbibe4 JA 
feafon, within thefe nurferies of ibience, as ele<^ 
ments of future vegetation in knowledge i the 
elements of future veg^ution, if I inay fo c|j| it, 
to opening minds ; which will be divtrfified by 
their future ncceffary employments. Endeavotfr 
thfercfore to prepare youriclves betimes for thefe 
employments, by treafuring up in the fpffp$' of 
life a proper ftore of principles, by laying a gQo4 
foundation of elemental literature. For, if yo<| 
ftre hereafter to f^rch for materials, v^hea you 
oi]^ht to builds or begin to bpild without acfolid 
foundation ) the fuperftrudure will go on but 
heavily, and the edifice itfelf be tottering ^4 
unfteady; ready to be ihafcen down by ^irA 
blafl of oppo^ng wind> bec^e it is foQhded 
upon the iand. 

Various occupatioi^ and prolbffiops in life will 
ho^eaiter require in you various kinds ^ knoW^ 
ledge, and principles well-efohiiihed in various 
^ds of truth : efpecially in an ag?, which &t$ 
up for maflerfhip in fcience. Let no man too ba* 
ilily, or contemptuoufly defpiie that truth in par- 
pf which his pe^hbouf is engaged. For all 

truth 
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trutjb, .^i^ ^ <i y^.. txf mxnX t^i^s^ jtll at 
lea|J4,,^^ ^ifcpv^rq^ ^1 be pMo^ jo intdi* 
lo^j^^^jeiDgas.. ,]fiu^er^ icepttciTin Jt»uft be a 

i^irfHg\?«9iy<fPa^t Tn«h is. the 4)t9aa- of 
iaUj|cij^Da; ; «(^-|p^c^ia :«:knQwledg(tlipriQet]^ 
9fj|rotb,'f}5c,tj)(c,pn\y tight, by , whiefe (the tniTdl^ 

mf i{|^,'^ff^,4Huj9Ta(QQ^ toi t3-.uth wiU be tlw pdnw 
c^^ ^ajffl f f evwyr fiyp cqgtged ia any ' pra&ffiirfr 
oSJ^^s^^ w^iqfi&^iytn^h hooovr, aad cokififti-^ 

vcr$.%i(;fii|^ ;P! ixj^iisft this his aimi wid to con-^ 
4u^' '^P^i^ ^f<^^?%i fxxx^diflg to the dinec- 
dops^,-^ (g^Vj^(|4Cpce8 of truth difcoveted, 
\irhep^^f^-,,9f ^pTS^foSver made known, wht- 
thc;5 bv ^^c«f^,,,or ^revelation, without any 
l^o|jj5i^^^c€5tj iipMppral appetit*^ or hypocri- 
^hfrSiff^H^.'W^ redound tx) the glory of God, 
and d)e Y^elfafe otf focietyvi in which the wel&re 
of each individual muft nece^^ily be included. 
■.']pjat;vjr9 may^ail, aCQQrding. to our rcfpeftive 
flations> in the body iibcial, confide, examiae, 
and a£fcjthus^ looking ^ipoji ouri^ves at the fame. 
tiiQ^ as created, dependent, and therefore con- 
cerned to bQ religious, as well as focial beings, 
God of his infinite mercy and afiiilance grant 
through the naerits of Chrift Jefus, and the gui- 
dance of his Holy Spirit, Amen. 
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JOHNXVni.38. 

Pilate faith unto Him^ what is Triahf 

WHATEVER might have been 
the intent of Pilate in afking thi$ 
queftioD, whether merely to feoff 
at our Saviour's dodrine, or to 
cflvO, wheie he hod nothing reafonable to ob* 
jed} we find it was not aiked with a defire ci 
in&>rmation: for he did not wait for a reply. 
How lightly foever perfons in fubfequent ages 
may have thought upon the fub^, yet one 
point is well worthy of their notice, that truth is 
deeply founded in the nature and relations of 
things: and it will have it's weight, and in* 
Auenoe on our happinefs, whether we efleem it, 
ot not. it coniifts in aflertions or denials made 
accordii^ to nature and the relations of objeds, 
according to their agreements or difagreements 
vrith each other. The juftice or rcftitude of 
thefe affertions, or denials, and the confequent 
perfuafions arifing from them will have a ftrong 
^fh^ upon moral a^on ; and moral at^on is 

clofely 



C 34 ] 

xloiely conneded with natural happmefs or mi- 

' What one lind of truth or Taflhoba fej ttttth 
in common converfati(^, and how grea€ it^tm- 
portance in f(ii:ial -B^; we ate ill pret^-^Vrell 
feniible, even without a definition. ^JTe^teww 
it to'be^ f eprefefttadoti 6f iWiigsi' 'c^' IsQassi* as 
ihey really are: falfhood the reverfe. Wfe are 
no Ie& fdifible of the iQ eSbfts^ %^^M'%tsm a 
gebersd violation 'of tiudi inrkrommon 1^. -"^IPet 
wherein is the principal harm arifing froih'6i^ce» 
but that it draws our iHtow beings into fal£ per- 
fiiafions concerning; doings ]to ^wl&^Hdi^^fttod 
related, into confequent fliifixmduftjahd^eito 
of action, in the commo& conccrias of life?* And 
if truth current in codnnion conVerfefitite 'tfe of 
fuch moment, (hall not £ruth ttcdlrdfed'iii^i- 
ting be judged of equal coricem at lekft^ ^fec 
violation or mifreprefentat?on of k be k^fl&^'d 
an equal trefpafs upon mutvfarcbn^dd^o^^-fdr 
what are books, but writtenlanguage, of written 
ConverfadoA addreflfed to the \#orld, ihtlead of 
fingle perfons ? and ihay not falfhood pioptfga- 
ted, or truth mifrcp^efeftttd flierein, bg^ftiueh 
moife fatally tnifchievdus, as the vehom^faiii^^e- 
come more difFiifed ? This fhould tisciit iii^h to 
be zealous in the defeiice of truth, for tlfe^item- 
. mon benefit of riiankind, of indiyidualii iMid ^ Ae 
bodyfocial. '-■-)>. ^^(h 
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Probable truths we know, is at beft often- 
tiones hardly to be difberned ; efpecially where 
objedte are but imperfedtly known, and confe- 
quently the relations are but obfcurely feen. 
This is the foundation of myileries to inferior 
underftahdings like thofe of men, which to fu- 
perior capacities are well- comprehended truths. 
Yet, even with refpedt to the inferior faculties, 
there may be evidence enough to fatisfy, that the 
relations of objects exifl, though there is not 
ability enough to. comprehend pcrfeftly, or per- 
ipicuity en9Ugh to demonftrate mathematically 
the manner bow they exifl. But what can be the 
merit of ftudying to perplex truth, where open 
iignatures of reality are found, if there be fuch a 
thing as reality ? It will be our prudence then, 
the difcretipn at.leafl: of thbfe who are juft en- 
tring upon the ftage of knowledge and expe- 
rience, to be uponthe^ guvd againft fuch au- 
thorSt as argue againft. principles acknowledged^ 
in all preceding ages. It will be their jufi cau- 
tion at leaft, not to deny, truths by hypothefis, 
cxf .gjei:ciy upon a prinqple.of adherence to fomc 
loe^tjf^. author. :For is icinore ppbable, to in- 
il^os^ q^ly in one cafe> that hiftorians of all ages 
flw^ld h*ve been determined voluntary impof- 
tt»n|>, or that dfcc man who could afTcrt, or (urmife 
iil^h general delufion to be, if I may fo exprefs 

it. 
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ky impdfed bjr wliofei«£de» Oxmld have lieen htm** 
idf grievouflf out <^ Inimoiiif with mankiod, 
extronely jeakras, or extnemd^r pi^giidkS a-* 
puaSt hi& fellow^rreamres, ta fti^ft lb h^tily 
dbeir opinobiis or their honcffy ? 

In my laft ^UboiKfe ofjcm die words Of die 
text i propoTed to inquire. 



i¥/y?, wherein trudi coniifb; and what are 
the difikent capacities,, and qtiudiflcatidns nitfiil- 
fite for the ready perception mereof} 

Secondly y what are it's difierent ^ds of evi« 

. ^rdfyy into the importance of truth j 

Fourthly^ into the injury they dp tp fof^l^i 
who ftudy by delufive fopfaiffaries to invaUdfi^f^ 
evidence; and like wife into fome few Jpt^cyili^ 
encies of a late writer, who has ende^yqijiS^iiiQ 
undermine, or deftroy the force of all p^|)$I^ 
aigumentj , ..: s ., 

La^fyy what inferences may be draAvn, vbder 
each di^urie, fiutad>lc to this place and itti^ 
dience. * "^ 



:>'- V 



It hath been obferved then, in my foraier )^£* 
eocH^e, that the evidences of truth are differ^ht^ 

accord* 
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acconling.tQ k*t xiificrent kkids of oh^&s corref- 
pQodent in. nattut t . Gon^uently he^ who de- 
nmid^. a jdifierent kiad of evidence ftom that 
yrb^qi^ th^i nature of things adimts^ is unreafbn- 
able ; becaufe he a^ incon£fter)tIy with the na- 
ture, ^and relations of thipgs, which . require his 
went. For, evidences are not always proportionr- 
cd to the importance of the truth propofed. Hif- 
tQry admits only oi firobabk evidence, yet* the 
ifltiportance of hiftoiy is umvejriaU It is one of 
the great privileges of a. rational being, ^ agree* 
ably tb the fcntiments of a learned heathen^ to 
coiti^«r^'*Afe 'paft With the prefefit, ' arid ftont 
thence in the connective chain of events to Ihfei^ 

the futbi^eu 

Ancient patriarchal hiffory, as recorded in the 
b^dk» of -Mofes, may perfiaj[)s be thought' by 
idtoHixihsLrA little ttlation tb us\ bnf furfely ^4iat- 
cffertedmcS"to lis with dtvme credentials, as a re- 
^iHatSto 6f the-wift of die creator ftbrii the cttz* 
tDrl^HtftU^niuftbeofcordbquencef. Asitferv£& 
to diftih^ttfli foDoc of the firft asfas of the Wdrld,^ 
l^.efpeciatty.as &r as it poims at gofpel trtrth, 
and contains any thing prcdidive or prefigura* 
tivc of gofpel revelation^ ic muft be of greater 
OMUnsnt. . AU fucceeding hiftory, as it opens gra« 
dlMUf»,tiUJifi arrives atthefiaU difpkyr of this re^ 
ivkfioRi istuil be of the h^beft importance^ as 

E it 
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it is one of die ftrong^ proofs of the divintf 
6r]ginal of the gofpel, drawn from the comple- 
tion of prof^ecies, the accompliflmicftt of an- 
cient types and figures. This leads us then, 

r • 

thirdly ^ to piake fome few remarks , upon 
the importance of truth, whatever it's evid^CQ 

And here nothing can be faid of it'mc«& im- 
portant than thisk, that truth is theli^Ht khd 
gttide of life. Whofoever walketh in ignorance, 
Waiketh in dkknefs, aild knowdth not whi^r 
he goeth. Therefore #as Jefus fcalied ibeiigbl ^ 
ibe world, becaufe he can»e^ to reveal,' and bear 
witnefs unto the truth. As truth is founded iH )ixd 
nature of' things, and is dofely inherent in their 
v^y effence ; fb happinefe moil * be cobiftifbed 
wldi k : forafmuch as happmefs muft afife^fk^n 
the conformity of our nature* fo the intention^ of 
objedts witih which w^ ark <conheded. F^tfe no- 
tions of objeds therefor Idad men into'&lfef pur- 
fvjlits of happinef6,.and irt the great {buA<lation$ of 
difftp^dbEiftnent, which i& the ground of m[!l^y. 

Truth tlfcn,^ and trae conceptions of things^ 
ougltt to be the firft and* prevailing ol^eft of our 
purfuit, in the purfuk of true felicity; It's im- 
portance may not always be proportioned to it's 
evidence; nor confequently isr it neceflary that 

everj^ 
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evfryi ftu4y ihould be eqiially. important to eve^ 
ry v^^j aojjr more than that every truth fhould 
be {o^ ^i^^^w to difS^ircnt ot^ds will make 
diiFerqi|fl(rutbi$ important. Raihiy therefore doth 
he argue, who would have all men engaged in 
the purfuit only of one, and the fame truth. 
Howevd: one there is univerfally neceflary, and 
the puifuit of that one, will certainly denote the 
tl)^}h4gl;t8it*difcretion and prudence, which con^ 
4uf^S}fiQ> (h^moft iblid,<afid permanent happi-* 
nei?t, . The ftady of revelation, if God bath 
m^ilc;?; revelation, (and furely it muft be of 
QpniQb^ence tQj moral.ageats to inquine, whether 
^^ici^S^r : jt^h revealed hi^ will or not,) muft 
\?ft\^ flic^ isMterefiing of all ftudies. It is die 
afiy^tjigfiiOf the generality of thofe who have 
tj^^#ppi9^9« t0 be edup3jted in this [rface, that 
^kitkne is 4«diGai(edl to, this moft impartmOi 
^4)!tufAi:?)^ WP may venture to ftile it, m iit* 
QWt^SeSiit \h9> ftikd by a«>r author lomielf \ 
...Bil>;tlie purfuit of ; ««y taitfit aknoft^, ^^ 
o^prbiij^rical, » ia otb«>? pUcea }^\A^ very 
cb^irby.bioL; and even this ;is very much de* 
gradpd, «i ^ncral b^low the dignity of fci- 
eppeu, Indioed fyc any. m^an to beftow a g^cat 
d^ of time upon that, which has no viiibje end 
or uijs;, :Vf»y be trifling in efFe(a> and a kind of 

E 2 compa. 
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ItAg^y anivtrfally acknovt^edgod pidM^esj^ or 
fffiopoiitions I iQathenutiKttMy 'dsmcxiArmedn'are 
pbkl^ jepiigQiin£» Ihe t^fuit caii htidfy* tKA 
apfiear ridkuloQs; Bttt ftili non^^rai^ ktwidi- 
outcome .oQD&queoocs.^ and therdbre iiafHl3r to 

void. dFialL poffible^ tifir, btoauAjtbi^ endt^is^flbt 
iotmiodialdy 4iiibfe lo iis^ k cdvttdotpa 9^r)rlb6tfl, 
if not prefumptuous aflertion at leaft:>>i&nid^ a 
wry. cciDtemptuouSfWay cf «r€atiii|^rtfaf»rj^^ 

a£ tiuie, »hQ are fingageditifafcicm; ^Att^ffa^^fi^ 
phicaL iai|iiitriBr cextamky faa*er^ifek>pQ^|Mi Mfts 
and ufesf cTpeaially* aU' tnnbfnMiiQfe^ 
ike viictttcii^iD3itam hSnQfhdm(§k»^^^^lpe^ 
^nmoci to«cionwf their sc^pedtiifb l»feiidfittr|b9Mii>- 
kaad in: geooral, dMug^ not v^Ettde M^ itiMVf k^ 
irmioiircyei as tfai^F have thdr conHMM^ WiAi 
jiature^ XMr'.<a6 tkf^'^e^ kfin&rkfU 
hfir> iniaaitli^iof faevrdatkffis^ i)flirb4^iair apcpc^ 
$imeq;tid;ii68'.ha99!ei fctfMtitiiestbeen Arudi^ucmt, 
il^lisr theigeae^(poc)idiitive pn&dpksiMiw boMi 
long diirorovd, and o&&b faave faointhcmbf^ 
ti$ia(3z)rily link^ Wif tothek proper caiifes. Wil* 
li€& the kfie.. appticatioiir of geometrkai propofr* 
tkms to. natural e^pmrnentol ph^ofdphy/ For 
where laws of adtion can be deduced by geoipe-* 
trical principles, the cai^e ihewn equal to the 
'V , efFcft, 



tM&i mulSatfr greb.ter, o^r le&y but'accutatdy 
pooptkttbiifed, cmd e&tpoMQtait joins' 'in Coi^ 
to^ cctflfinm tlie dtdi2(9a^n, :^h knowledge imift 
to/veiy faib^&ory,' and pkitfing to the human 
oifuii 'Hfe well iw. veiy baieficki to indivtdirah, 
IUmI tfi) bumaft Society.' It kv^ong to imagine, 
tfatf aUf Yaluable km^wkdge^ or tdfefui ftud^ 
fliould .be confined merely to political narratioiis 
i)f<UftQry« 

;* AU^kboriow colkidtiofls of words m liferent 
htig}3$ff& ^and 'tranflatioas of them iDto the tno-^ 
tibcs kagiiage^«f eacbciooastry, how much foevqr 
tfao tsaik^toay^beiriiiiGiiled by our author % aft {6 
^Slfa^'iQ^lJgaeiDiiS' heaped^ upon* mankitni by the 
stompdttsu' ThthJixm dnll^to men 

4)^ (}ingk aodliVdty goniii^; but the niore feediota», 
Mi^ le&catBitakiing the kboEF, <!he ^eater is the 
.t^d%al9on<coDfercd.tifx>n^m For 

bow would: our autfaw's owiv p&fS^ be Co well 
,«r ^afily^quaiificsd for i tine lludy of univetCai hilu 
ftsry, . ia all -the kamed 'knguagesy wiijiiont fubh 
.qperofe affiftancea prepatfed t^eady to their hands ; 
tf Arery man w^pe fa&to comptle his own gloi^ 
£ury>in eacblangu^^ before he began r A work 
of life muft pi;ecede the; entrance of each pupil 
upon the ftu^ of hiftory« 



a P. 5. 



Again, 



. Again, tbc fpeculaUve.g^>mplx«:Un.nk 
ridiculed by men . whofe pnly takf^t is . z Kittle 
dietofical wit, perhaps only a little, Iqw, jtoart 
buffwnry. 'Jrt^hereaS; gr^at; . 9p9mqg9 h^v^ been 
made into the wonders pf p^ture^^andthe inair- 
yellous W9rks of pjovidwc« % the fllow sre-r 
fearches pf the gponjetriqal phijofoptwr, and ana- 
ny ufeful difcoveries dedttoad Jiy-iniathematbal 

laws. ^ ,^ ^ ^ .^ ... ... . :.,' ^1, 

There is in fliort, as Ti^Uy fays of ^virtiies^ a 
kind of ccHicaten^tion of ti:\«b» StmmgAW^.Vh- 
ther, fo that one naturally i^fiprs uniPithecsjiiUfrfaere. 
we did not perhaps at firft «,percQiyt the.eon* 
nexion, or tl^q fey^ral Un^s of; aigufnent i|i d&o 
conneding chaip, . Wljereycr "V^fyidv.my^tnam. 
therefore treating almoft evcf^y raMpltal, .gertecmiB > 
kiqd of purfuit aft§r. truth^. b(it Wij«Kttiii*i*Hi 
contempt, we msy. m genial yfitk ^^gpodwcsfimi 
fufpeft hiqipf gre?^.pril4^^^aadl4«lf1^c««eit^fla^^ 

an high ppHiipn ?^t. hi8i,9WJ^/AbiJkH3»,/i«iti^ 
kno\yledg^, a^d ikUl W tbi^ fipf^catiomiiiEiMft; 
abilities. Wh^i:9a£i a}! meallsriTWld^ .wjecd notrcn^t 
riginally for^Ac]^ q^^iateiK^.fpr theifamfiiifanbofi^ 
anymore, tl^v^, all.)tpjen.'s ;b»di^ wpre:iH(hi«iod 
for the fanj^ labours.. ScKiefyy-apditbe vcpyqcndi' 
of focial iife^ J:?quv9. .a differcnoe. in hoAt uiBo 
that we may apply 69 difFpjjeftt ,t%knts nCiihe 
foul, what St. Paul writeth, under the fame me- 
taphor. 



tephor, of different members of the body j iftBJ, 
whole were an e^e; where were the bearing ? ff' 
ehf^n^kiiferehedrfngy where were the fmellingt 
But n&w hath (kd MpcnftA' the diAerent talents 
of the foul, as it bath pleafed him^ and every ta- 
lent hath it's proper ufeS in the body focial. 

©f' the importance of truth bijortcal let out 
author fpeak^ hk Teihtiments in his own words : 
only let us firft obferve, that hiftorical evidence 
is at-btft hox pribable) nay he will not fomc- 
times allow t6 ancient hiftory any degree even ot 
probability kfelf : but this is to' run into ex- 
treamsj as I have' obferved, inconliftent with his 
own plan of ftudy. Evidence indeed* may be 
lefe cogent, the higher We advance up into an- 
cient: days : light, the further you recede from 
the luminous body, it is certain, grovvs lefs gla-^ 
ring,' lefe difJinft and forcible in it's impref-r 
fionsc ^but ftlll' this proves n6t, that tHere is no 
reality, of lescidence in that body, or thiat the rays 
pnoceisding from' it aw , not real rays, but ph^n- 
tom9« Let us however attend to this author's 
encomhims upon hiftdrical irtfttuftion. " * Hif- 
<« topy, feith he, is* p&lofophy fpeaking by ex- 
" ample : ^ the fchod of example is the world : 
** the inafters of this fchool hiftory, and expe- 
^^.ifciycc. * By hiftory, faith he, a man may ac* 

a P. 40, 41. b P. 15. c P.ao. 
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«<qiure ia « few yme^, fihacc^ti^edce of inditf 

<* centimes) thtti afty of tlle^fNitniuviis^ftw^ >■)!() 

let us juft cbQuv^ kmi <M i^MMt^aAar #rtfei 

confined by him ia our hiftoriHdrcmdk^ '^tMftk" 

the ihort Upe of two huAiral^ yeart* upwards 

immediafeety precedbg our ovm d^.>' ¥e^iM 

he, " * by hiftory we are caft back, ^H^\i^txt; 

** mtp forager agps } ive livcf wttl^ the i]iq|^,j(^ 

*< lived before us;, and we inhabit Q0viata<ts,thj|4i| 

« we never faw. ''It (hews us navies ^ajn ^^ 

« they were laid, wiUi thev. immediate e^^bQ;^;, 

*<and it onabkes us tp g»& at future ^fopx^t 

«* Again, ' hiftory i^ ponveriaot' about. th«» jaft^ 

*< and by knowii^ the things that have been, we 

« beoome bet^ abk to judge ot ttie (hii^ftat 

«an" Saehai«tfaepraire60f)Bftotyalk»«^1ir^ 

our autiior> aadfodb is Ms cd&fiAuic^^^ Ml^ 
foniogl I'M: •• Yi 

Now if fiicfa be the juft wmmmiMxStiioR 

l^oncal kaovriedge in gMeni, aK lAui^ fiMtf 

ly may^be iud wilb eqittl juikke afe^lUifi^ 

j^a/ hiAoty, wiikiv^a)aiainttheiafnal» \olf «ki^ 

vsiB MvelalisB, aad dWne oetioiwm y nWii ■ A«fl»^ 

lal agents, aeeokdiBg (» dieir Tt£pt£diuieiigmA 

cies aod occafioaa Coniequeiitly it. Anift' tfoifs' 

taia inftni£kk>a as impc»tant at h»A} a6'aay*A^ 

is coavey'd by tfaeieoordscf cgcpenttnce'iir/JiKi^ 

j^nsf hiftory, ^ therefore ought to obtain equal 

« P.40. b P.49. c P.67. atten- 



[ 4i5: 3 

pr«^c^ fv^iMth (iufQuglMMtt the who»fo lUte of 
. .$M|0{(. tihnffofe iH^ is. the iiUportatice of 
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, * pMrtbfyj t6 examine the injury they do to 
fbcdecy, iWiCr endeavour to iiivalidafe the evidence, . 
lild atttltority of truth ; and to make a further 
ttmafk Of two upoff the ihconfiftencies of our 
atrflidr, V^a hsis labeur'd to und'errnme* of de- 

ittay Ac force of aU probable argument. 

,T1m^ fMpm^lM of motfX And tri^kmi tratby 
viUl <M^ A^^ed^ rdftdp^^tk^^ aor the only &w 
CHii ii|0|«» ^4 <;(«M»t 0f £s^ HiftoM 

ry is a craJinnation of thcife principles, and. tibe 

JHftiQI^ 0£iMMi»4^^ The 

OIMR <t^) ]W<i :«oiitn£t tlic Amm of fatfto^ 
^^al^fejiwg^ in ii's.ctthmit friam diefoun^ 
«pjp it^ ^, tidie^. tt^^ rcdwethoie 

<<Ntf ril|li>npii fttAif ibte firam^ CKporieAce^ whichp 
SPM^i^Vt*^ ^M vigour to mor^ fvinciplesr I^ 
9lli ^tM^ prtoftm kiftory is toi be tradoocd olS' 
^.iMVttC^; lihwo wiE be die. gseat iife of ^ead^- 
kt§^ idnfiLOiir.aiMhor pve&ribea atom tio be redd ?" 

jft Sec E.8j„»05, VIJ, ll8, 122, tJ'K 
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where witt be the bendfit of ^<m^fiderilJg^^vto 
experimentalVkm>wledgd^^^wbat^c]ieitfor ^^pftf(|f||i 
fitdt? If' kWJkcif^ed lhkopyyi^!toht^{il)tiJS^ as 
• impofture, ^d yet iteirelaled -teligioQ^Lft? bft^ 
ferte, ' 'Hi %rily to ■ bei < probed bfMffsoriS^ e)^ 
dence, ithefe fhall ^^ OhT^aias go[ jfon pd^i^fs 
of bur'ttligibn ? I& not this deflringi <il9«^ig^ 
up vAi ]^<k>{s of oor m^tpa ^t onoe^vafoietl^}^ 
to jfiy; 'that the»e is no^digicHt? Juv fhocfti «|^- 
cording ter tbeffe tenets^ cvtiiait hiftoiy. teon^Qg^ j^r 
die accomp)iih^nelic<rxf the (fine getdAtoii^h ^yle^ 

hiflory, it^!^pears, isitobehis.prifii^ipftli^ jy^ilifr^ 
his {cAt itcain^^M^^ 

nioderit l^es tmjy h^ hisio\«ir aocsui^baixb^iji^e 
to^ e^'^c^^on^ leaflv^>«ly^ei;faa^.illkj$jp gt;- 
taaliy had'bqust exoeptiofeiffTfiBadi t)i^r&^6hL6Y§n' 
the vei7 \/dk^ of 'them; r^fa^oquidfy fl:e^|t$|d^^i- 
ton-write^fe. Bedaijfctf we liaii^ic^$T»9^l(^ 
widi ancknt^falSiBi M>iDafjir)bQ^&^oit^^raff^c9pt 
to have mo]«^|f^rttB%^ahoal)iy^ Q9^uWf - 
ters conttoofK^^ or 

iieatly itd^tmipimnf ^^ itiabay. i»ii»id» iwild js4f|^8 
%b liftl^ to {eXoiptiofB 6£;f^^ 

&<^ tj^di«vv|td(o£ij(Maafijtii»e8^^^^|^ 
ext^ibn$>^ofiJimpcr£c&i?iBfi)dliilti9n?r^ ft4|s. 
<' ^Odnteftipottti^jr A«iitersi^iat 
^< moft liable to be warped from the flrait rule 

a See P. 83, 85, 87. b P. 1 75, 185. c P. 135. 



fell^t^r^tfafe cftdit of modern hJil^^ 

T ^4£Aoft evtiy fpecjes of learnbg thqn is, in 

i(fasi6 |dace or odi^Dof bis writv^igs, repireiSpo^ 

i:^bShif!is'<u^ef8 and rvliculous, but jbiftorlcaiy 

a»d ydC'ithis is pkcdd . upon a v^iy i precarious 

ibgndatloi^ It^ is idftory a,lone, that lye, are to 

-dtj^ehd upon for a. pjrc^r rule^ of lif^ and ypt 

&$ thsrmxt pages of Jbis book we are advertifed, 

t^ ive haye no leifeiiable d^M^pce uppn 

ii^ rtite; Wha( isi thisv but to JxifotQi me, that 

'liiive'iit^ groQiHl in fcienee to ikt.my foot up- 

•'<>if5^btR:'tlais iingle.fpot, which he poiats out 

b^lbf^^ 3 and yet that this fppt is £> Qippeiji 

Id ^liici^iii, (b hollow>^ and fuch treacherous 

'^gV'duifdf^&fle I cannot with^ any fafety r^ xny 

fflftt^tfeiere^ ? ' An^pnoomfortable profpedt furely 

'«hM/^»'iMitg'o»tiil icience -, to be under obliga- 

'''tfoll§^of'iI:^ptng. forwards, and. yet to have no 

^^f(^und'«t^ii^^^^^ . 

^^|Kffif^6^^his letters, vikit< \vsm&M pyrrhoniiim 
'%ii^ltK^^b& tM>lipied apoa . his principles, and 
-^US^^rrf uts on the^maik of:giiar4}ng %^4pft 
A^9^ 8ut whM heisdms to exert his talent of 

— * • 

'^^Wlf^^Km the iceptick, ^he either .doe^ not, or 
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a P. 137. b P. 134, 169. 
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^etenffs not to kt^ tbatr his own ^iocipips; <|a 

He aficrte itf to have h^n, i?ng mat^. ^ %fti?r 
niflimcnt to. jliun, " >* why. ^riiXkot ^ymesifwffi 
♦* taken fp ipoch filly psMns^ to cftabliflj tejrfUry. 

«. on , i?>fa»plhyiSL?ks V r^c^a^c^v op phiH>fef>hy >r 

*ianxl I?l?^tfa: of faft on abflTa(a,reafii>Ain^/\.OJ>^ 
j«£^op|.rfijaiiIfr to this hay;^ iACdutktuiljr bc^ 
tP94<rj jby Qd^ers ag^f^ fom^ of our a^eltr^Uld. 
tj^qft ipipus.4ivinesb and d^ref<xt mty 4dfinrQ0fj> 
a^we;^. ;7^ reafon o£. fuch paki^ |6>i1^ too 
di^, and'p^anjiefti For will egt thi^> uialcHcirof'c 
csgw?: to^be- apfwored irttftc io^c^wh^bk^^ 
fpbcTQ o£«whjch his obje^tm isr ftaiidd,:^ilK]Mpaf 
vtrhi^e .h|is jMrinciple is taken ? In ordff;tiQ/«eil«. 
Vjl^ thie ^bjcdlor, will it not be neceflayy; t&fpPP^ 
(Ej^iar.that ^o principle affiuiMdbyihiwjifcftei^ 
tri^, ::ar thp confequcnce not rigltily decln^iiir 
6a far the ar^wwntai^on wall n?tofif|ily f^R.^fet^.; 
in fonap le^ejl jfciq?c?e,^.p9?frap6 of iBf^hyrj 
li^. op <9g^9 4^er branch of philofophy!iw4: 
ahftrajgt x;t|afonii^ . TIius i^r ' the proofs .of i |lr 

lu|lr^«i^ OMytlH©. 

wfthi?i jdi^prept; b|:4n^s of Science, And ^mR 
%.^e j)a^ beftowed vpon thcfe fcienqcj^. ap4 
the ift>pfpH^ pf s^rgumoit deduced froni i^hgflee. . 
w^^ljeifheii'^g//^ nor.Mfele^,. For i» thetfocq- 
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fe^iffi fe pr6vc, of" ilitiftrate by aity otte fcicnce 
only, that which niturally falls under the pro- 
tfebe of dfiiffber} The unbdicver by fuch means 
fl!i^t gftih advantages over his diriftian anlago- 
fljft,^ :tvhkh oiir aiidior probably could hare 
wffh^'Iiim, For is a tne4phyfic&l doubt to be 
fediftid'bf 'hiftoiy? is a !<^cal quefttento be 
tfi^«fer*d by hiftorical folution? Is a phyfical 
ibmpU to be farisfi^a by hiftorical harration ? 
Out' i(iith^ fofely maft have feen the twjakndi 
tmA Macy ^( dich reafonin^s. ^*ey are m 
fkost ' t h^ dtfputers tf this worfd, wfe> mike 
raitaphyfieks, pWlofephy, and abftradt' reafbn- 
k% >much hftener nece^ry in divinity, than they 
od»#^*«e <vould -bef. • Bfefides, where is the barni 
^'^(^[Stmingy illuftrating, or inculcating 5m- 
^Ortattt trtiihiJbj^^rinciplcs-of any fcience, whidi 
i6iy W jddge« be'ft adapted to t^c ^urpofe ? Aii 
age j ^(feat profeifeS fcierice, feems^tb'bc fatisficd on- 
ly Wilb argu'irien^s deduced from learned fcience. 
]rtK^l«k>n ^reftmg' Off ly upon hrftorical ground, 
or irt 'owA ifetemal affertions, W21 not fatisfy aH ; 
T«*i<h'many *iM not have k% full Weight and in- 
flueiifeev 'The morals of tfhe gbfpel are, in this 
a^ ' requited to fee proved not iftconliftent witfe 
iftoral 'principles founded in the laws of niatdre : 
th€f'^4bdfines of the gofpel, though in fome 
points fuperior to the adequate reach of humaii 
.'. :j ■ philo- 
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onixnAes -4^,htlmatt abfthi^ teafohi A'ndt^'lurr 
tfuH^in iQie iltttilhitiDn of iticulcatioh of rtioral' 
t^Uthsj «<i}t<k>u3itopi6k^oHfgainent^ vatWs'Bn^^-l 
tivcstfbr itii^^ettieAf^' v^ibusl figu'i'esih' cttf^K^- 

m^'Mta^. •'.;• ••••"; -"",' ■■: - ■■'/-■^'^'^ 
• tiqPhls ifiSf^^ a feribus itifetettce or tvi^6 frbm' 
whaeha$''bee!n<d!{ered m^eretwo difdbtjirfes^/ ^{j> 
j^icsiMe to tfioft, wfaoit^ fituated for ^dti^i[i6^' 
W^ ^UuJtij of whidi they will liiidBhe ii^iijf-; 
1duoe,.as:!£bQti M iSxty-tii^upQh-^t^H{pec-- 
tive employments in life, particularly titey^hof 
a»SbB%»Mi'for the facred^^c6 e^the'def^^., 
Tfaeili^nt kind&<)f trUtli^ ^M ebBil^ifl^hb 
world, 4tnd l^ve their #eM6H- to Us^^ilhlr'sli:^' 
the ila^eet ' of modetii ^ttlatloii ''^MtSAv^l' 
iation^ tfae«a»i<>UfrWy6 k[ WB^Mi^hi^l^ 
dkniv«3md> tstideitd cioilf^it^ibotiib; atk ih^Jl^^ 
rBqin0e>4ippKcMi(i»i9:t^ ^ferit'kSnds' df %3l^(£' 
in'tfaoie, w^o-are 4i^foas' Wb^ x:omtiioh'lsyi(ik 
of truth, iift^^ tdiic^i^'the aiicies t)F tha^^l' 
fpeaivtd callings imt ^mk^, efped^^ ^^ 
who otfd^by iMfi ▼oca[titki^'appbintai'itiitlifk&^- 
<rfi tfce wiord' of trttth. In-tHIs age oP^tiSSSSSi 
l&orature a greater degrefe of knowfcdge wilPttJ' 
required^f thofe, -v^o have received in edfeiili' 

tion 
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ti^n^ within thcfe vij^cl6?ries of Jkarningi tH*i 

fq^i|cc, r/>4/ iu apqte 5 it tow ^jk^f$ hahUy 
be jtnj9rp fefc forhim, whp is;cailf^i;fcfib0tibiei!iu«4 
niller Qjf tjje wpfd jpf trutlvtlian for t^ ^«rtof sofi 
old amoQgft the Rosp^s, to be entiirfytipu^mot 
almoft in any. The priejis lips are to rffniniiMiate^ 
Ud^ey b? muft have a. mind opened sj^ pilla- 
red to comprehend, and a mcMihjK^ 
pjiip.t^th. At. this fouptaiu thp tjiwfty We tbf ^ 

drinl^ ; happy is it /or th^m, if when, ^ey (iSkv 

* - -I • 

h^J^,^thjW^lling and able tafapply them wkto 

f!^t let J^ be remembered^ that every d^rce 
oi^lp^itf.^o)i^]|^dg4 ia relative^ all fupeifiority of 
^g^fite.»s,,coB3Lpttfa^iv0 J being greater^ of 
lefsi^^p^pi]9pprt:iQft,|Q the inteUe<St$ of thofe; iJviiftt 
wbon^fjt 13 f3om{g^;^ all inilrudtioa is to be. 
axjlpgt?4iP> the csip8<%;jpf the learner, arid foited 
tOjfhjf »^|ure ^f thetguth dcliycred, O^pccafiooi- 
djyjj^(?d4e4f . -H^ipfi^fftffcb bQ.ionfomed; 
cqjic(59j|^ ccjcpl^Died jjiiparafejes .unifejikd ; :meta^^ 
p^9ff^ qjf^ed j feeo^i^g tii^fquififtendes recottdU 

^^4^:!f(!^S^^4^ trfuiflate4» idioms aicertained^ 
:g|)^^Qrced; piQtives urged ^ af&^pna 'ex"** > 
c^f4f[/,4pP^^^iP? ^a the years of youth* <and[ 
^^SJ^ji^JW^^* induftry tWJill .be» requifite for 
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the r%ht dtibfaiargp oi-tkdk &vtrai o^kesw . 
man of God snyft^ be, in tiie kuiguage of 

irmgt^f^ftb Mt €f bis treafitre^ tUngi m«s 
^ HcMMiftbcinaftcrqf difcovcrit8» 
m&iM^ and raodeni) thtt he mi^ ofoSfimilSLj 
nake a proper uif of them to the fi^iittal ma^ 
peo WBamt of his beaiers. 

Wheeefoee, as die burthen ^apoa hkn is §fMC 
jb rd|>eft to abftraA fpeculatbiK^ «that he: may 
be the more fuily at kiibrr to attend the tftfti 
the k6 he is eacombqsd ivrith. woiviUj «^ocah> 
tions> rfpedally the man who piincipdly de^^ 
cates his time to any of theft ftudies } ad infb^ 
rence may be urged upon thofe who (ball hen&» 
jifter live in any d^ree of fSgoity, op offibeief 
imgiftracy among the laity; that they 'eadbt-^ 
your to make thk burthen as eafyasik^Jcao^ 
by makii^ the burthen of wordily cares fit«a 
light ufx)n him as pofiiUb The tnaii dtedjcitcd 
to abftia£t: ibices ihould not be me^admt'vMtk 
was&mj Goooems of thuly fitOeraiioe^ «lieh 
will frefo dnm Ai Jod in her effiMs to tmifi 
ufmrmmy tbing/t^ WorUly cares wiB iottiMfe 
them&lws^ and niAue will ftice dicm iqioa 
htm,^ whefe a fufficieiit prwifion is aotiBadistef 

meach tUbeiL fim&tmh^ 
prevented by neeeffivy attiairiffi^te 

worldty 
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worUly iMifiefl^: To niak^ d» jdornefthnn^ 
life us CRfjr ^ r|io^^, 10 supply his- kindred, 
aad ncG^^ d^pead^l^, that travel wiib him 
tgmvdt^ fafctterj imth al^ CQ&veaient acecsBmor- 
4atiiiH» in the way, efpodally to vtndioM thofe 
rMrts, and ntaintak ^m^ eonveiaendes, wIim»- 
witb da» ^[KtB, ia whifih he is cammfatt, laf^ 
plies him, whatever may be .our amhar's eci^ 
pofK^hes; uJ»on the der^, vrSl yet be th^daiilda- 
ble defire of every gooc| and vimious imiK k 
iitiiie cidl of pftiden^ s it is (he call of ottuee? 
it k an tinive^f^ d^igatimi of hfimanky and ho»* 
oMir. &u|di a T^atchful care in every naao over 
himfel^ tadji^Uy, and his Social i^hto; hata 
namal t<ttd«^ to the good of ^ fiommiBBity) 
whafii-wel^re h cdmpoipiided Qf th^ of indMrir 
dndlt, e^DGJbed by^ their' refpediK hooei^ fb]kksKk 
lor t|db> that iUnd amrly related to them in 
QRtire* . . X •■ • 
• «ii4il Dot ihe 1^ tJMfef«fe grudge any-litdfi 

OBpolviiiaits ^noM h^ ih^ pie^ of th^ir Ipw) 
i^fakis toimidft the (wppost d a i^vMiswi Kmai^ 
t(y<- or towards the educaticMi pf men ii^ ftifd) 

^QaoMMries fif 6aenc« as lihis, who may he- fi^ntre 

dotedmapf «wth » whonmjf gUigg ihfe wDikl 
\ntlVArw.and otiefiil dircov«ries> and ho ilii||e& 
fim oimKn»its<to their cQuoti^. NiMih^ giw.tha 
ckfvy diflicoliqr io the tmimfy 9^ thm juft 

G rights; 



rights; Imt lat)Qur tp. prevent difficulty^^v .^IqcP 
all fuch time as is beftowed in diipu^s vpon 
thoie {\Ji?tjp&Sy will in efiedt be ^lolen frqifn yoffc 
own ipicitoal improvement, OUige not theiclQ^ 
g^ to maintain fuits, whicl]| ill-^wi^hiDg,. ijii>€^ar 
ratable rOKam^y afterwards injuriou% ifijtjeqpret 
vexaUQUS or oppr^ye, tboiagh neceff^^y qpm* 
B^ce^ for the reqovejy. or. prefervatipnfof djueir 
fmall patrimony, if I rn^y fo ftyle it, ii^qr^f qj 
in defcent . from the generofity of andept^;Jupus 
benefadprs ; and where, the voice of natiff;^|p^ 
haps uj:ged rooft powerfully for the fccunty.^pf 
all the little livelyhood^ that their refp^i])^ ^r 
tbn m their profeflion admitted. Mudble%.|^ 
fef any to harrafs or perplex them wi^j^ %|^ 
mei?dy becaufe it is known, that they;.9K^^i)yi 
abjb to maintain a fuitf This is, not cj^p^j|^f 
^>. ;this is, not common humanity* . Qut^jt^ 
friend of truth will be a ftiend of rigl>|: ,?p4il^ 
quity; a friend and patrop, acid proipo^ffr^ 
benevolence towards every place, andperic^r^pv- 
gaged in the x|iveftigatic;»} or communio^ipn^Qf 
uf<^uli^ falutary icience. 

It will be die future prqvim^ of fome eduf^ 
ted in this place, and before whom I nowipi^ak;, 
to be employed in the inveftigation and fiy^pp^ 
of fudi truth, as is very important to ^^^.^ l?fr 
ings, of civil, equitable, aiod 1^ truth; ibr 

the 
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Siedeteftion and punifhmcnt of fraud under dt 
it's ^crct covers J for the protection of commu- 
tAtHe'ot diflxibutlvc jaftke, and the maintenance 
oFdVil'right. A ftudy ncceflary to the welfare 
of 'mWildDd, fo long- as men ihall be created ne^ 
cfclSirily ibdal beings, and many among theih 
fhall tttiuri and cultivate very unjbdal difpofi- . 
tibiii. ■ To thofc then, who are intended for thi* 
fttidy't would beg leave to obferve, that this alfo, 
as TifeU'as rf%/ffaj fciencc, is founded not upon 
tndihfiiiaocal, demonftrative, but upon proba- 
ble," htttfil evidehde. SUch perTons therefore 
;wfll -fijoh befaifible, what mifchief is done to 
Ibdial' eftiblMhment by all endeavours to ihvali- 
d3*t' tJifc: 'cndence of moral truth. Univcrfal 
ifeeplScifin, or a diftruft of all truth would be 
itlcohfiiltcht with the principles of fuch a profef- 
fioh i fbr law fiippofes credit given to probable, 
blAtitlc^' evidence. Our author himfelf infills 
'otvtheftrong obligation lying upon pcrfons en- 
gaged in the honourable profeffion of the law to 
apply 'themfelvcs tohiftcffy, in a remarkable paf- 
i^, where he takes an opportunity of detradl- 
i'hg as virulently from the general charadcr of the 
modern prOfefibrs erf" the -law, as he had before 
incautloufly, and very inconfiftendy done, from 
the credit and dignity of his own favourite fcience, 
tlkt oiP'hiftory, and the writers that have figna- 
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lifsed^tfeemfelm therein, the greateft number ;of 
hiSiDPcvmsi.WOi^nt), and modern. For in tlus 
paflagci he excepts very |sw, if he vvptAd, >yi^ 
Ikigljr except any, of the modem profefTors ofjth6 
law, out of the fevere cenfure of " grovel^g ^\\ 
**ifceirT lives in a mean but gainful applicatiqrj to 
^^aU .the little arts of chicane %** ■ Ftoisl; jhepcc 
we Jeam his charitable ofAnioh of otfaer^ pcoftf^' 
iioflSj.. as (Well as of the clergy. . — ■ .? . - 

• Thus faf however we may aecotd with h\m$ 
thalciyil .inquiries muft oftenX^e& begin v;^ 
th«.:ki^<^wledge of civil hiftofyi And : fthereibre 
fome certainty in the evidence of civjl l^iftoiy, 
whether ancient, or modem miift be ' jw^fiip** 
ppfed. \ The reafon of ancient kwe^ i^ f(S!Un4ed 
in the cirqumftances, and ftate of th}ia^s:,,ftRA 
therefore we can never be fetisfied, that we.ii^c 
fully acquainted With the reafon and .4ntpi)t ojf 
thefe laws, unlefs we can rely upiftn thehiftfj?? 
ricil relation of the fafts, that occafiofied lj^ 
enactions- : = , , - ; ; 

J migl^t no'^, fartJbiei: enlarge^ from what has 
been faid, upon the ufefulncfs of thefe if^fs of 
literature, where tihe Bjiaterials of future know- 
kdge are early taken in, and prep^ations ina4€^ 
for future ej^perience in. life, t might urge the 
hazard of fetting out early in doubtfulnefs about 
eftablifbed principles, or of culti\ta]ting fudi mo*- 

a P. 185, 1 86. rals 
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i^ls^taaybeAciJ)rings<rf'fcepbcifin, orttfim- 
bibing^ edrly jHt^udiccs s^nft mankind) or Adr 
recdved opinions, merely p^haps becaufe they ifcrv 
wbclvted: but this wdoM carry mc too fer a* 
prefect. ' 

Httw iH, unfteady a firiend moral fccpdcifm 
IS' to the eftabliflied order of political fodedeSy 
we hAVe but too ftrong an inftance in one, ^who 
was bom with abilities capable of becoming ve- 
ry iifeful fe the body politick : and it is no won- 
der, th^ the author alluded to fhould merit fo 
iittle- confidence in political hiftory, who hath 
induftrioufly made it appear by his late legacy t^ 
the Wbfld, that he raifed his fuperftrudnre, whe-* 
thir of conduS, or hiftory, upon no folid foun- 
dk^ti fekhcr of religious, moral, or focial prin-' 
icifplesr The fceptick in every other branch of 
fdehCd 'muft, in order to be corififtent with him- 
ielf, be fc<^udfy fo in the foundations of the po- 
lilfcffl. It cotfld tiot indeed be expedbed^ that 
he fhould have any principles of policy to fix 
hfitti^ except thofe of prejudice, perfonal intcreft, 
partfctflar temporary affedion, of tefentment, 
who'difavow'd almoft-aT! other acknowledged 
elements of fcience, on which the fure founda- 
tion of' politicks is laid: and how unfteadily 
^fonal motives are likely to influence, the con- 
duct of that author hath fufficiently proved. 

One 
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One gneial caqtito tben to xneii of tf^ pec- 
iefficns niturafly <xmrs, very confooant to chrif- 

ijon uHiffm:; natorally prdervadve dT Ibdal 
peace; proper to be itx:ttkalcd in dide days: not 
feobefoffddfdifpule; nor, for tbe fake of fhewiog 
Angular alMKties, or afingular refinement In phi- 
lofepby, ftudious'to contradid, what mankifid 
badi oniverially acknowledged : for the confe- 
qneoces of ftich a temper may lead men further, 
than they at firfl intended, till diey coq;ie a|; 
length to that inveterate bigotry againfl tn;\th', 
that their ^ t er mination, agreeable to the' ex- 
prefiion of an ancient Roman, fhall be^ eiiamfi 
peffuaferisy famenntm perfuadebis. 

Let the youthful mind efpecially be cautious, 
how it fets fail in this dangerous ocea^ of doubi;- 
fulnefe, without any ballafl, without any niclr 
der, without any certain point of land in, vifewl 
We fee how many have been fhipwreckea In 
old age, who thus have fet out in youtfii We 
fee many that have wandered all their life long 
upon the fea of error ; fbmetimes indeed enjoy- 
ing for a few hours an apparent fun-(hine ; but 
oftener obfcured in clouds, or thick darknefs, 
and ever afraid to landi .- j vi 

Finally, my brethren, cngag^ in the taiihifc 
try of the word of truth, or in preparation for 
that miniflry, let us carry one remark ever with 

us. 
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usj, foronrenqouragrnwU that as;allottrImow- 
ledjgfp isJn a progre^ye ik^9 a^d :wiU probably 
continue fo , for qvipr* fo, according ^ to our hws 
provcmentSs,. f\od , the . J^pplfpa^a iwq^ ]h4!ife . mad^ 
of* our l^nowkdgq h«re, ,in .the feryiw of outf 

great mafter, ^mdfl: his creatures, v^TP.flwdl {^^ 
feiye a prqpprtioaable fltation . of ewiirt^nce l|cirei 
a|i;er in pur future lifej always: fj^roacMn^ 
nearer ^o our crcatprj^ thqugh ftill eMeain an inj^ 
finite progre&9 at an infinite diflance froite bkili 
T^et tj^up. iroproy^ thus refined, fhallycbe 

as lights diilinguiihcd iivthe heaven^, above ma^ 
pyo^jefler glory, whpoji your knowledge may 
have inftrudtcd ; and whom either by authority; 
perfuafion, exap^ple,, or due diftribution of civil 
fap(Stiphf, you may in the eijd have led. to hapt 
pinefs 3 when they that be ivije Jball Jhine as the 

^^^sM^iP.^ tif .^rmamentr, and tbfy tbflt have 
tvp^ed many tth ri^btept^nefsy a$ the Jlars far eoef 
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N. B. The foregoing references «re made td the large edition, 
of die letters ou the fludy gnd uft of.hStoiy^ vol. i* printed 



